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^under cultivation fully ten times as much land as is
under cultivation in the district at the present time.
We know also that the houses of the common peo-
ple were built of reeds* rough cobblestones or sun-
dried adobe bricks. The roofs were sharply pitched^
the walls leaned inward toward the tops and were
windowless, and reed or woven mats served as doors*
In cultivating the soil they used copper axes and hoes,
wooden implements and utensils made from bone and
shell Their weapons were wooden clubs, copper
knives, daggers, spears and swords, as well as battle-
axes and maces, slings, and bows and arrows. They
wove their wonderful textiles of cotton, llama hair
and fibers upon crude wooden looms. They had
needles of bone and of cactus spines. The fishermen
used nets and sinkers, and went to sea in rafts or ca-
noes of reeds known as Tjalsas. For ornaments they
used feathers, beads of various materials, pearls,
seeds, bone, yarn and metal objects, and occasionally
agate, turquoise, crystal, lapis lazuli and other semi-
precious stones,
The dwellers in the city lived on a much more lux-
urious plane. Here there were wide straight streets
flanked by high walls, stately houses, immense palaces,
magnificent temples and public buildings. Within
the confines of the walls surrounding the homes of the
rich and the aristocracy, were courtyards, patios,
gardens and baths. In many places there were large
reservoirs or tanks which still exist. One of these
measures six hundred yards in length by fifty yards
in width, while another is five hundred feet long,
one hundred and ninety-five feet wide and sixty feet
deep. Here In the city, the buildings were of cascajo